CB radio in Llanidloes, and local area

In the second half of the 80s. And early 90s.a
novel way of local communication became popu-
lar, CB radio ( Citizens band radio ). This was the
time before mobile phones, and i1t was an easy
way to contact people, other than use the ordinary
telephone. It was soon discovered that in certain
conditions 1t was possible to make contact over
very long distances, even as far as Poland, etc.
and on very rare occasions even the USA. This
prompted the setting up of a CB club to take ad-
vantage of this unexpected advantage. In the
early days a licence was required to operate a CB
radio, as illustrated by one of my early licences
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This 1s a record of setting up the Mid Wales D X Club.
( DX 1s Long distance )
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QSL cards, mostly hand produced, were exchanged by
members, both as a friendly gesture, and also as proof of
contact having been made. Each member designed their
own card, and some of these are 1llustrated.
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On several occasions, club members organised
fund raising events for different charities. A hill-
top would be chosen to set up a radio station,
and members would take it in turn to operate the
transmitter, and appeal for donations over the air
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OPERATED BY THE
MIKE WHISKEY D.X.CLUB.

Bone Marrow Research fund 1985
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OPERATED BY THE
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Cancer Relief, shortly after the death of Transam (Reg Roe )
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November 1989.  This was an appeal on behalf of
LATCH ( Children with cancer ). We set up a station
close to the transmitter mast in Llangurig. We had a
small caravan, and the transmitter antenna was supplied
by John Knight. This particular event sticks in my mind
because of a near disaster. There were about six of us
in this very small caravan. Donald Ringer ( Bee man )
was designated to make the tea. We noticed an awful
smell 1n the caravan. Donald had mistaken the Paraftin
container for water, and was trying to boil a couple of
pints of paraffin on the camping stove.



The club eventually faded and closed for two reasons
Firstly more modern communications came into use,
and secondly the airwaves became infected with anti-
social operators who used very foul language, and had
no thoughts for the respect of other users. These rouge
operators were called “ Bucket mouths

In the late 90,s for a short time, myself and the Rev,d
Powell would take a CB up on a hill and have a bit of
fun. He was the Good Shepherd, and I adopted a new
handle Flagpole. I remember one contact especially. It
was with a Light house keeper in Anglesey.
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Finally, back to the beginning, and my apologies to
Stuart Ingram ( Ghost Rider ). He was instrumental in
forming the club, but I simply can not find his card.
This is the first ever Llanidloes club card.




